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PSALM xlvi. 8, &ec. 
Come behold the works f the Lord, what 4: lations he hath made i in 


e. tie earth. 
. He maketh wars to ceaſe unto : the 4 of the earth; he breakieth 


lie bow, and cutteth the * in under, he burneth the Chariot 
in the fire. 


IL Be ftill and know that 1 am God: 1 will he exalted among the Hea- 
then; Twill te exalted i in the earth. 4 
7 he Lord 'Y Hoſts :. F with us, the God f Jacob 4 is our refuge. 


"SELAH. | 


\H E whole "PL 90 Pale . to Chtitt, Py the 
affairs of Chriſtianity. Moſt, if not all, of thoſe divine 


ulti- 


7] Hymns, have indeed an outward and typical meaning, 
1 al AF in this their firſt ſenſe refer, it may be, to David, to Solomon, 
or to Iael according to the fleſh; but as all theſe, together with the 

facts recorded concerning them, were figures for the time then be- 

mg, ſo we ſhall find upon the cloſeſt examination, that thoſe very 
Palms, which, beyond all controverſy reſpect, in their primary 
view, merely human perſons and temporal events, muſt yet in their 
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ultimate wt fulleſt We be interpreted of Chriſt, God-Man, 


and the occurrences of his Church. This prophetic or anti- 


typical meaning of the Pſalms, would have been much more evi- 
dent to ordinary Chriſtians,. than it now is, had our excellent and 


pious tranſlators payed leſs regard to the opinion of rabbinical com- 


mentators in their i interpretation of the Titles which are prefixed to 


many of the Pſalms, and which are EY a Key to their i in- 
dard and ſpiritual ſenſe. 


Thus the title of the Pſalm before us may, according to the 


5 literal meaning of the original words, be rendered, A ſong, Ti 9 
lle conqueror or giver of victory, fer the ſons of Korah, concerning 
hidden or ſecret things, To the congueror, or giver of victory—A name 
doubtleſs highly proper to him, who not only himſelf overcame 
all temptations and ſufferings, and even Death TY but who al- 
ſo giveth his followers the victory, yea maketh them more than conque- 
rors, and enableth them 70 preſs forward, toward the mark for the 
Prixe of the high calling.—For the fons of Korah, i. e. the. fons of 
rebellion, ſedition, and ſchiſm, for thoſe that imitate the crime of -- 
8 who murmured and rebelled againſt Moſes, by murmur- 


ing and rebelling againſt him, whom Moſes repreſented, againſt 


that great Prophet, who was lite unto Moſes, even againſt Chriſt— _ 
for thoſe who preſume to ſay, as * Kora and his company did, 
that all tlie congregation are holy, every one of them, that they nee d 


not an atoning prieſt, but may themſelves offer the, incenſe. of their 


_ own merits, as ſufficient to appeaſe the wrath of an all pure and 


offended God. The laſt words of the title are, concerning hidden, 
or ſecret things, and we ſhall find that this Pſalm treateth of things 


Which not only then were, but will be, in a e meaſure, Aer 
5 till the end of the world. 


Such is in brief the meaning of the title prefixed to the Forty- 
ſixth Pſalm. And I know not hw better to em loy your Meditation, 


on the preſent ſolemnity, than by laying before you a plain com- 


: ment on the Pſalm helf and then by making ſuch an . ; 


* 2 mien. 


1 


rd | 


| 679 
of the whole that ſhall be ſaid, as may be ſuitable to the oecaſion, 
and may conduce to our ſpiritual improvement, under the bleſſings 


lately vouchſafed unto us. 


I be Church of Chriſt, conſidered in union with her bleſſed , 
Head, is the ſpeaker in this, as in many other of the Pſalms. She 
is here repreſented as comforting her children, in all times of 


trouble and calamity, but eſpecially at that dreadful period of un- 


exampled tribulation, which we learn from the prophecies of 
Chriſt, ſhall precede his ſecond appearing, and the conſummation 
of all things ; when, according to his own prediction, (Duke xxi. 
25) there ſhall be ſigns in the fun, and in the moon, and in the ars; 
and upon the earth, aftreſs of nations, with perplexity, the ſea and the 
waves roaring, men's hearts failing them jor fear, and for looking after 
zhoſe things which are coming upon the earth. The Church, I fay, 
is introduced by the Pſalmiſt, as encouraging believers even at 
thatawful period, when this propheſy of our Lord, which J am well 
aware, did, in its primary view, reſpect the deſtruction of Feru- 
| falem, ſhall have its /econd and more dreadful accompliſhment to- 


Wards the end of the World, whereof the deſtruction of that I 


apoſtate city was a fearful, but inſtructive emblem—Even in this 
ſeaſon of deep diſtreſs, the Church of Chriſt thus comforteth her 

children: God, the ever bleſſed Trinity, our ſworn Allies, and 
| Saviours, Jexovan, who hath ſworn to Chriſt, fa ying, + Thou . 

art a Prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchiſedec, 3 Nach ſaid, 
Sit thou at my right hand, until I mate thine enemies thy fool ſtool. The 
facred coeternal THREE are our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent 
help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear though the earth 
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midſt of 
te feat. Thou gh the waters thereof roar, and be troubled, 


though Ms mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. Images hath ff; 


_ evidently taken from the general deſtruction of the earth by the : 
flood, and than which none could be more proper to denote a ſea- 
ſon of unparallelled diſtreſs; for never ſurely fince the foundation 


= rh a noun plar. maſc. from N to ſwear, interpoſ by oath, Comp. Heb. vi. 17. 
+ Pf. 110. Comp. Mat. xxii. 42.—45. 


1 Or _ though the mountains of ne (DD) in the mid of the fea, 2 
of 


coath— They will protect and © . W 
and hath al! power both in heaven and 1 
forſake his peo? e | | © 34uge of trouble and '_ 


-For s | Pſalmiſt) 4 river, t 
ohereof ſhall make glad the city of God, the holy. place 
 bernacles of the Moſt High. „ Eto ot 175 
we I need not at preſent {tay to pro at large, tn 
mon type © the Holy Spirit; and that 


te ſtreet of he 

are in the inſpired wr itings, from the beginnin | 
end of Revelation, conti deſcriptive of the purit\ ing, refreſh” 
8 % influences of the Spirit of Ged. Te may fur- 


terial water were preſented to 
10 as emblems of the Holy Spirit, ann 


ach FA. | eG 
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his operations. That this was the chiſel in Eden cannot be ddubbech 
unleſs we be fo abſurd and ĩ ignorant of the Scriptures, as to imagine 
that ſacred garden to have been a mere Mahometan Paradiſe, and 
not a ſchool of religious inſtruction to our firſt parents. - | 
The natural want of water in the Wilderneſs, was ſupplied th h 
the T/aefites by that miraculous and ſpiritual rock, the ſtreams of 
which followed them in their long journeyings through the Deſert. 
(See 1 Cor. x. 4.) A miraculous fream did, in like manner, 
How from Wer the * Temple of Solomon, and formed the current 
of Silaam, and the falutary pool of Betheſda, as I had occaſion 
to prove when diſcourſing on the miracle performed by our Sa- 
VvVuoꝗour at the latter place. After David then had pitched the ſa- 
„ cred tabernacle on Mount Sion, in the city of David (as we read 
a 2 that he did, 2 Sam. vi. 12.) analogy. would lead one to ſuppoſe that 
this alſo would be watered by a ſimilar ſtream—and- that, it 
in fact was ſo, I think the text before us affirms + : Niere is 2 
river, the flreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of God, the holy | 
Place of the tabernacles of the Moſt High, i: e. the holy hill of Sion, [as 
David elſewhere calleth it.] And this miraculous river or -fream, _ 
(for miraculous 1 apprehend it was) afforded not only to the be- 
lievers of that time a gracious aſſurance of God's Holy Spirit being 
preſent with' them, but moreover furniſhed the Pfalniift with 'a 
"moſt beautiful and ſtriking image of that Peace and Foy in the Ho- 
ty Ghoſt, that ſhould comfort and ſupport the Church of God during 
thoſe ſtorms of tribulation, which from the word of prophecy ſhe muſk * 
| expect i in the latter times. Accordingly the inſpired King ſubjoins, 
70 . is in the nig of her, Ji Mall not te ave God  ſoall help her, 


. This appears from the delineation of tha emblematic pls in Exe. chap xlvii, which 1 
| how much ſoever it exceeded, in extent and magnificence, the material temple of Solomon, is 
| yet evidently deſcribed in images taken from it. Comp. Zech. xiv, 8. Joel iii. 18. 1 
he learned reader may conſult the Map of nee prefixed to the ſmall edition 9 
of Weſitein's Greek Teſtament. 

1 There are moreover in the Pſalms ſeveral plain allufa on: to this miraculous fountain 17 
ſtream, as PC. lxviii. 26. Bleſs ye God in the congregation, (i. e. at the ſacred tabernacle on mount 
Sion ) even the Lord "P21 from or at the ountain of {frael, Pſ. xxxvi. * 9. Th ey ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſ; of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make them dMnk of $34 river of _ 

: * . For with thee i the 9YT MPD fountain of Waits or of the n ones. 


1 10 A. 
and that rigli ſoon, o | the margin, 
morning A d reth, ”" Even. the morning of that S exlaſting days 
mentioned in the 49th Pſalm, ver. 14» V the upright, however 
now perſecuted ant and oppreſle 

1 the himſelf will openly appear in defenge 

people, as che . goes on to declare.—T e Heathen raged, 
the Kingdoms were moved, gel 1 voice, the earth melted, or 
ſhall melt. of us, f the God of Jacob; is ou 
refuge. The particular ev py the 1 


are, I ſuppoſe, am 
nor ſhall ever be fully ill tn 
but that in the latter days, preceding the Gaal conſurnn 
Lord will e eye in behalf of h 
this, but from many her e 


{s of which the; ie ip = 


18 plain, in 
dictions, New 1 Pſalm 
\ ſpeaking wal ſcene before 
our eyes. Lord, 5 5 deſalations lie 5 
nat h made in . avars to ceaſe unto 
the end of t 7 ** and cuttet the ſpear in 
funder, Be ill then, ccaſe Jon, 
oO all-powerful, and defend my people; 14 
Wo exalted among the nations, and will be exalted in the earth. The 
= Lord of Hoſts is uit i us, t he God of Jacob is 97 refuge 
13 Well may we pelieve that it is in the oO Ws we Lord to 
= bring what deſolations on the earth he plea eth 
| Wee all remember the dreadful deſolation 15 Lion by by an earth- ; 
aake, which ook the greater part of —— ce . 


Bart many towns 
| revs 7 Wow my 


7 4 woſt efirable. n 1s 2 by th baden 10 0 i. 4 ; way os 


has gas n 
"Mica eb · iv. 3: n and clearer terms. 


F 
chriſtians, miſerably mangled and deſtroyed by the inſtruments of 
ſlaughter? How many thouſands of the inhabitants reduced to 
the utmoſt poverty and diſtreſs, by the ravages of contending ar- 
mies? If then we have any See of compaſſion, any feeling for 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died, ſurely we ought unfeignedly to bleſs that 
God, who hath cauſed Wars to ceaſe.—And if we be not loſt to all 
Lene of gratitude, how ſhall we be enabled to expreſs our thank- 
fulneſs, that amid thoſe horrid deſolations under which other 
countries have groaned, during a long and extenſive War, we have 
only heard the ſtorm at a diſtance, whilſt our Ifland itſelf hath 
5 3 protected from the ſcourge of the ſword : Protected, did I 
fay? yea during the laſt five years, it hath pleaſed the God of Ar- 
mies to bleſs our forces both by ſea and land, with ſuch a ſe- 
ries of aſtoniſhing ſucceſs, as I believe is hardly to be parallelled in 
the annals of mankind, except only by thoſe miraculous vic. 
tories vouchſafed to the 1/raelites, when the Lord himſelf made 
bare his Almighty Arm on their behalf. — But bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed be the Lord of Hoſts, who hath made War to ceaſe _ 
throughout the chriſtian world; who hath deſtroyed or rendered 
uſeleſs the inſtruments of death and deſolation.— Bleſſed be his ho- 
- ly name, who hath: put an end to a bloody and expenſive, however 
ſucceſsful ar, by a peace; the terms of which are, in the repeatedly 
declared opinion of his Majeſty, and of both the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, juſt and honourable to theſe Nations; and to a determination ſo 
highly reſpectable, I am perſuaded we might add (if it would not 
be deemed preſumption) the concurrent ſentiment of almoſt My | 
; intent gent, Secerglal, and diſpaſſionate man in the kingdom. 
5 "But, indeed, theſe are ſubjects of which very few are qualified 1 
to judge; and therefore, inſtead of fooliſhly and ſeditiouſſy cavilling at 
what we underſtand not, it behoves us, as men of ſenſe, and 
I am ſure, as Chriſtians, chearfully to acquieſce in the judgment of 
our Superiors and Governors, and endeavour to apply the temporal 
benefits they have procured for us, to our ſpiritual improvement. 
While therefore we acknowledge with ardent gratitude, that he Lord | 
of Hoſts hath been with us, and the 175 of Jacob hath been uur refuge. 
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| uſes we ought to make of theſe public and political bleſſings now 
"wvouchiated unto ns. ooo 05 . 


ritual peace with God, and his own 
ſo great are indeed the temporal bleſſings which attend on 
political peace in this World, as not to be eaſily. ſpecified, 


in a moſt fignal manner, during the late War.—While we are pour-- 
ing out unfeigned Thankſgivings to the Father of Mercies, for 
putting an end to the deſolations of the ſword, by a pacification 
to theſe kingdoms, juſt and honourable, permit me, as I propo- 
ſed, by way of application, to point out the proper and religious 


I. Then the return of outward and public peace and tranquillity, 
doth naturally remind every one of us, to ſecure an mward and hi- 


conſcience. So many and 


or enumerated. —But what are all theſe, when compared with 


the far greater bleſſings which are ſummed up in thoſe few em- 
phatical words, the peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding ? 


The public tranquillity and outward happineſs of a country in 


which a finner dwells, cannot make him compoſed and happy. 
No! not if to theſe general bleſſings you ſhould add as much 
riches, honour, and worldly pleaſure as his heart could wiſh, or 
the world could furniſh.-—No! till there is no peace, no folid 
happineſs within. Still he is like the troubled fea when it cannot reſt, 

2ohoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt; there is no peace, ſaith my God, 

Fo the wicked. The voice of a wounded conſcience will fometimes 


Wl be heard, the worm that never dieth will ſometimes be felt, in 


11 FE 
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ſpite of all the noiſe of jollity, the hurry of buſineſs, or ſoothings 
in flattery ; in ſpite of the largeſt and moſt intoxicating draughts of 


ſenſual indulgences. Theſe are truths which every man knoweth 


by the moſt certain, and indiſputable of all knowledge, by the 
intuitive experience of his own breaſt, And yet how few _ 
among us act agreeably. to theſe undiſputed, theſe often-repeated _ 
Il truths? How few do indeed exerciſe themſebves to have always & con- 
UW -ſcience void of offence towards God and towards Man? Ol my Brethren, 
if while Tam ſpeaking, that faithful monitor whiſpereth to any one 


among you, By ſuch or ſuch a thought word or deed I have 


tranſgreſſed againſt God my neighbour. or myſelf, and have not 


yet 


towards another ||. By this ſha 


[ng ] 


yet ſeriouſly repented of my tranſgreſſion, or though called. 
Chriſtian, I live in the habitual practice of ſuch a known fin, (pro- 
fane ſwearing, for inſtance, cheating, drunkennefs, or the like) 
or in the continual and wilful omiſſion of ſuch a known duty, as: 
for example of private prayer, or receiving the bleſſed Sacrament} 
of the Lord's Supper.” If ſuch be the ſuggeſtions of thy conſcience, * 
O ſtifle them not, (as it may be thou haſt formerly done) but 
earneſtly liſten to them: they are the very dawn of eternal life: 
They will, if conſcientiouſly attended, lead thee by God's Grace, 
do a deep conviction of fin ; yea of its exceeding ſinfulneſs. They 
will ſhew thee thy need of a Saviour: They will bring thee to 
Chriſt, who is the way, the truth, and the life: They will intro- 


_ duce thee into that kin gdom of God, which is reſt and peace, and joy 


in the Holy Ghoft, and PR on thee that * Peace which Chriſt 
With his Hi breath bequeathed to his Diſciples, that Peace f 
God which 22 all underſtanding, which can only be known by 

a bleſſed experience, and which the world can neither give nor take 
away. And that you may inſure to yourſelves this moſt eee 
i henſive and invaluable bleſſing, let me in the _ 5 

" Place, particularly and earneſtly. beſeech you, my beloved, 


by the mercies of God, to cultivate Charity and Concord among 


yourſelves. Let me intreat you, F it be poſſible, as much as heth | 


in you, to live peaceably with all men r. Let, as St. Paul enjoineth r. 
all bitterneſs and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking 
be put away from you, with all malice ; and be ye kind one to another, 


i Fender hearted, forgt rung. one another, even as God for C Br ju 5 Jon f 


: hath forgrven %%. 


T cannot but hope it is 1 on the preſent occaſion, to 


ſhew what an eſential and diſtinguiſhing part of Chriſtian Religion 
is conſtituted by ve, 11 gentleneſs, and placability of one 

all men know that ye are my Diſciples, 
faith Chriſt, zf ye have love one to another. This then is the very 


| badge of our Nee and i in order to inforce upon your heart 


0 IE xiv. 27. xvi, 33. 8 Rom, 3 Xi. 415. 475. fr, 31. | Jobn xi, 55. 
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and great advantage, even 
tempers jvll recommended. let me 


uile. il an 

| Lay peace 25 en ae Tr, ” livently an and reſolutely follow after it, 
even though it appear to fly from him. For the eyes of the Lord are 
over tie righteous, and his ears are open to their pra but the 
Fate of the Lord is againſt hem that do evil. And who 15 ke that will 
u be followers of that hic ſi 15 good, or rather if ye 


to any but © the tru i 


oft Vieal command, 
f0 52 and 
1 utes ay. be 


ral, and oblige all Chriſtians under whatever form of government 


1 Ch 
vernors, , urged upon every one of us, by the word of God, in the 
moſt expreſs terms, and under the moſt awful ſanctions. Thus the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in that well-known paſſage of his 
x3th chap. to the Romans, Let every ſoul, i. e. fays an antient com- 
 mentator*, Though he be an Apoſtle, though an Evangeliſt, * 
though a Prophet, whoſoever he be,” Let every foul be ſubect tg 
the Ager powers. For there is no power but 2 T. the powers 
that be, or, according to our more uſual phraſe, the powers in being 
are ordained of God. M heſiever therefore reffteth, (or as the ori- 
ginal phraſe more diſtinctly ſignifies) ſerteth himſelf in array, or in 
| oppoſition againſt the power, refiteth the ordinance of God, and they | 
rat of ſhall receive to themſelves damnation ; and that by damna- 
tion is here meant, not only temporal puniſhment Fans men, but 
eternal condemnation from God, appears by the inference which the 
Apoſtle draws from this doctrine, ver. 5, N 1 75 ye muſt needs be 
hee not only for wrath, not only for fear o temporal puniſh- | 
ment, but alſo for. 6 ger if fake. The apoſtolical injunctions 
then of obedience and fabmiſton to the higher powers, are gene- 


they live, and conſequently an Engl. ſaman i is as much liable to dam: 
nation for reſiſting or ſetting humſelf in array againſt the /awful com- 
mands and authority of his King, as a German, a Frenchman, or a 
Spantard.— Obſerve I ſpeak of the /awfu/ commands, and authority 
of the King: What theſe are muſt be determined by expreſs law, 
actual recognition, or antient precedent 3 ;—and I by no means aſſert 4 
that the authority of the King in England is as abſolute and unli⸗ 
mited as it is in ſome other countries. Thus much to prevent 
miſtakes and Miſrepreſentations. — But this being duly obſerved, 1 
| fay that a ſeditious Exgliſiman who ſetteth himſelf in oppo- 
| fition to the /awfu/ authority and goverment of his King, ſhall, } 
_ unleſs he repent and amend, no more come to Heaven, than a ſe- 1 

ditious Frenchman, or than an Engh/hman who 1 18 guilty of Murry 1 
Adultery, or any other damnable ſin. 


" Kev @T5oAD», xy taxi, X&y TpoOnTNG, KAY OF 08). CB, PP Fog 7 
5 # 44 95 Sc ifuoras, vo Te Os TeTay jeg ei. The powers that be are or dai al 1 
ett in order by God. How is it poſſible then that there can be a divine, indefeaſible right to eis id 
poxver inherent in any per/on or family, in opppligon to lung and undaupted poſſeſſion  cophrmay 

_ by the molt ſolemn Ads of Recognition ? 


Il = a 
** op OY | „ 
er 8 ate tkruths, an and 1 will venture to affrm, "0 
e of men or Jevils to overturn, till the 
Let me 


"the wit and malice 
d falle teachers and lars. © 
ou value 812 5 


es of. Chnlt can be proved 

brethren, for conſcience ſake, a8) 
erve, honour, and ue obe ey his Majeſty 
onſide xs th, s 8 
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